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E-Prix case: Greenko officials quizzed
Hyderabad: Officials of Greenko, the promoter of 
Ace Nxt Gen Pvt Ltd, appeared before the Anti-
Corruption Bureau officials on Saturday in 
connection with the Formula-E race case. The ACB 
officials questioned them for around three hours 
and recorded their statements. The Ace Nxt Gen 
Private Ltd was the sponsor for the Formula E race 
9th season in February 2023.  ENS

Naidu to promote ‘Brand AP’ in Davos
Vijayawada: CM N Chandrababu Naidu will attend 
the World Economic Forum in Davos to promote the 
“Brand AP” initiative and attract investments. The 
event provides an opportunity to secure 
investments by showcasing the state’s potential. 
Since taking office, Naidu has successfully attracted 
investments, with major companies like Google 
already signing agreements in Andhra Pradesh.  ENS

‘Govt must prioritise 
tank rejuvenation’

Guv’s actions strengthen Dravidian politics: CM
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“OUR legal wing must counter 
these tactics and defend the 
Constitution and democracy,” 
Stalin added.
 He further said that it was 
beneficial for the Dravidian ide-
ology and for exposing the BJP 
to have RN Ravi continue as 
governor of  TN. Stalin said that 
while the governor’s actions 
were anti-federal and tried to 
falsely portray the DMK as anti-
constitutional, his conduct in-
advertently highlighted the rel-
evance of  Dravidian policies 
and strengthened the party’s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s t a t e 
autonomy.
 Stalin also lauded the contri-
butions of  the legal wing in de-
fending the party’s ideals and 
championing the welfare of  the 

people. “This wing has played a 
crucial role in defending our ac-
tivists and advancing social jus-
tice,” Stalin said. 
 He highlighted the 
key le g al  batt les 
fought by the DMK’s 
legal wing including 
cases against the Citi-
zenship Amendment 
Act (CAA), the farm 
laws, and NEET. “It 
was our legal wing 
that ensured the 27% 
reservation for OBCs 
in medical education 
and recovered land for 
the Kalaignar Centenary Park. 
The wing’s achievements, in-
cluding additional 5,500 medi-
cal seats annually for TN, stand 
testament to our commitment 
to social justice,” he said.
 Former CEC S Y Quraishi 

pointed ‘with great anxiety’ 
that what happened in Kash-
mir could happen anywhere. 
‘With one stroke, Kashmir be-

came a union terri-
tory. Can they not do 
it to Tamil Nadu to-
morrow,’ he asked.  
 A resolution was 
adopted at the meet-
ing urging the Union 
government to with-
draw the ‘ONOE’ 
draft. Four more res-
olutions, including 
one against Gover-
nor RN Ravi and an-

other thanking the CM for in-
troducing bills to ensure 
stringent punishment for sexu-
al harassment, were also passed 
at the meeting. Senior advocate 
and Rajya Sabha MP, N R Elan-
go, also spoke.
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THE state government to restore 
waterbodies and construct new 
channels to ensure free flow of  
water, K Balasubramani, state 
secretary, TN Vivasayigal San-
gam. R Subash, president, Siru-
valayam Water Users Association 
in Ranipet, said, “While water us-
ers associations have elected rep-
resentatives, no funds are being 
allocated to them. Most tanks 
haven’t been desilted for years, 
reducing their storage capacity. 
The government must prioritise 
rejuvenation of  these tanks.”
  “We have submitted proposals 
to the state government. Alloca-
tion of  funds for desilting works 
is expected in the next state 
budget,” the senior WRD official 
added.

India a major pole for global economy, says S’pore prez
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

PRESIDENT of  Singapore Thar-
man Shanmugaratnam on Satur-
day said India is emerging as a 
major pole for the global econo-
my and poised to move up the lad-
der due of  its demographics, de-
velopment process and significant 
potential as an export economy.

Interacting with the media 
during his visit here, Tharman 
said, in a multi-polar world, India 
aspires to be a pole in its own 
right, “that’s true geopolitically 
and also economically.” 

Tharman said India and Singa-
pore are now on a new plane of  
cooperation. “India is a nation 
that we would like to collaborate 
with,” he said wrapping up his 
two-day visit to Odisha with a 

visit to Bharat Biotech  vaccine 
manufacturing unit in Bhu-
baneswar. Semiconductor eco-
system, skill infrastructure and 
sustainability are major priority 
sectors between the two nations 
but connectivity is another area 

of  focus too. During his meetings 
with the leadership in India, he 
said it came out clearly there is 
keenness to expand the air serv-
ices agreement that benefits both 
the economies. “It was revised 
about 10 years ago but we are 

now at the 10-year point to look at 
the next 10 years. Aviation as a 
tool has potential for India to 
emerge as a player in the mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO) business,” he said. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had 
raised it during his September 
visit to Singapore which has com-
panies ranked as global leaders. 

Talking about the strong bilat-
eral relations between the coun-
tries, President Tharman said it 
is not just about specific indus-
tries but about working on 
projects that continue to build 
trust between the two countries. 
“Trust is in short supply interna-
tionally, and Singapore and India 
can show how it is possible to 
build trust in today’s world, even 
in today’s uncertain and frac-
tious world,” he said.

With one stroke, 
Kashmir became a 

union territory. Can 
they not do it to 

Tamil Nadu 
tomorrow

Ex-CEC S Y Quraishi

Singapore’s PresidentTharman Shanmugaratnam during a visit  at Raghurajpur 
village in Puri  district of Odisha |  PTI

All eyes on Lokayukta report 
after ED action in MUDA case
B A L A  C H A U H A N  @ Bengaluru

AFTER the Directorate of  En-
forcement (ED) attached 142 
immovable properties worth ` 
300 crore on Friday under the 
Prevention of  Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) in connection 
with the MUDA case against 
Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
and others, all eyes are now on 
the Lokayukta report on the al-
leged MUDA site allotment 
scam.

The High Court of  Karnata-
ka has directed the Lokayukta 
Police, probing the alleged 
scam in which Siddaramaiah 
and his wife BM Parvathi are 
accused No 1 and accused No 2, 
to submit its report by January 
27.Siddaramaiah was booked 
under Sections 9 (bribing pub-
lic servant by a commercial or-
ganisation) and 13 (criminal 
misconduct by a public serv-
ant) of  the Prevention of  Cor-
ruption Act (PCA), Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC), and Prohibition 
of  Benami Transaction and 
Land Grabbing Acts. Under the 
PC Act, the Lokayukta Police 
are investigating whether there 
was any criminal intent (mens 

rea) behind the allotment of  
premium sites worth around ` 
56 crore to Parvathi at Vijay-
anagar, an upscale locality in 
Mysuru, in 2022 for 3.16 acres 
of  land acquired from her by 
MUDA at Kesare village in 
Mysuru, which was worth 
around ` 3.25 lakh. 

“Under the PC Act, the 
Lokayukta Police are probing 
whether there was any conspir-
acy to wield influence (by the 
accused) to get the premium 
sites allotted and whether they 
were the recipients of  any ille-
gal gratification,” said sources.
The ED, which has launched an 

investigation into the alleged 
scam based on the FIR regis-
tered by the Lokayukta Police, 
unearthed several violations, 
including alleged benami and 
other illegal transactions. Dur-
ing the investigation, it was 
found that 3.16 acres of  land 
was reportedly denotified and 
converted illegally.

The land parcel was alleged-
ly transferred to Siddaramai-
ah’s brother-in-law Mallikarjun 
Swamy in 2005 and he report-
edly gifted it to Parvathi in 
2010. Since the land was ac-
quired by MUDA to develop a 
layout, Parvathi was allotted 
sites in Vijayanagar with high-
er circle rates in violation of  
norms. Swamy and land owner 
Devaraju have been named as 
the third and fourth accused in 
the FIR, which was registered 
on September 27, 2024, by the 
Lokayukta SP, Mysuru, on the 
direction of  the special court 
for elected representatives in 
Bengaluru, which took cogni-
sance of  a complaint filed by 
RTI activist Snehmayi Krishna. 
The latter has named Siddara-
maiah as the prime accused and 
his wife as the second accused. 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

A 25-year-old youth hacked his mother to death at 
Thamarassery on Saturday. The deceased is Subaida 
Kayikkal, 53, of Adivaram, who was killed by her son Ashiq 
at a relative’s house. Police have taken Ashiq into custody 
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